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(He was building one himself just then at Westerham
on the magnificent proceeds of The World Crisis.)
Close friendship and long association united him to
Mr. Lloyd George; but there was manifestly some
divergence in their views. For Mr. Churchill's anti-
revolutionary bias inclined him towards association
with Conservatives, and Mr. Lloyd George had
escaped from the Coalition with evident relief. He
had never shared Mr. Churchill's misgivings about
Russia, and Mr. Churchill had not succumbed to the
Gladstonian glamour of the Greeks. Differing to
some extent on foreign policy, their views were no
less incompatible at home. It had been one thing
for them to campaign together on social causes in
the relative stability of Edwardian society. But it
was quite another matter to toy lightly with estab-
lished institutions in an epoch which had witnessed
the disintegration of entire communities ; and if
Mr. Lloyd George was blind to the increasing
gravity of the situation, that could only mean that
Mr. Churchill was unlikely to remain a Liberal for
long.

But he was hardly a Conservative in 1923. Con-
servative at heart by virtue of his general antipathy
to world-revolution and to anything that might lead
in that direction, he was by no means Conservative
in party allegiance. For the party was controlled
by the same stolid elements which had consistently
obstructed his career, to say nothing of his father's.
Its mediocrities had barred Lord Randolph's way;
his son had been dismissed from the Admiralty
in 1915 at the behest of mediocrity, conveyed by
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